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the justices in county court. Later church tithes were collected in the 
parish for the support of the minister. 

As the early operations of the treasury, here as well as elsewhere 
in the colonies, were hampered by the poor condition of the currency, 
the author very correctly adds two chapters to the account of the 
finances proper on the two subjects, hard money and paper money. 
In regard to the scarcity of the former it is urged as an important 
consideration that it was due in part to the personal influence of the 
early governors, who found it to their interest to encourage the use 
of tobacco or tobacco notes in place of hard money. But it is not 
clearly shown how this influence was made effective. I am inclined 
to think that it added but little to the natural effects of the economic 
dependence on England and the non-existence of credit. It is shown 
quite conclusively that there was more coin in circulation in Virginia 
during the eighteenth century than is generally admitted. But as 
tobacco was also used as money and was constantly falling in value, 
payments were made in that, whenever possible. It was a sort of 
double-standard system, coin and tobacco, in which the ratio was con- 
stantly changing as tobacco fell in value. 

In the discussion of paper money the author is led into an occa- 
sional trifling error by a failure to understand the use of the word 
"bank" by the colonists to mean, not an institution, but merely a 
large sum of money. 

C. C. Plehn. 



Darwin, and Hegel, with other Philosophical Studies. By David G. 
Ritchie, M. A. Pp. xv., 285. London: Swan, Sonnenschein & 
Co. ; New York : Macmillan & Co. 1893. 

This is a "magazine made" book. The nine scholarly articles 
comprising its several chapters, "Origin and Validity," "Darwin 
and Hegel," "What is Reality," "On Plato"s Phaedo," "What are 
Economic Laws," "Locke's Theory of Property," "Contributions to 
the History of the Social Contract Theory," "On the Conception of 
Sovereignty,"* and "The Rights of Minorities," have all been pub- 
lished at various times in philosophical or political science journals 
in England or in this country. The author's vindication for giving 
such a miscellany of detached studies this title — and it the heading 
of the second chapter — lies in the fact that " the diverse subjects are 
looked at from a common point of view;" and that it indicates his 

* Annals, Vol. i, p. 385, January, 1891. 
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purpose to set forth the grounds of reconciliation between the 
"idealist" philosophy, growing up, mainly, out of Kantian criticism, 
as expounded by Hegelians, and the "materialistic" philosophy 
resulting from the introduction of the historical and comparative 
methods into the studies of race ideas and institutions and the influ- 
ence of the doctrine of evolution and natural selection. From the 
standpoint of the "Idealist Evolutionist," Mr. Ritchie believes that 
we shall best be able to consider the concrete problems of politics and 
ethics, in the solution of which philosophical criticism finds its test and 
greatest usefulness. It is in the latter regard that the truly profound 
metaphysical analyses and the close scrutiny of the subtilties of dialec- 
tics and definition in the first four chapters of this volume will be 
found of really great interest and importance to the students of the 
economic, political and social sciences. Few American students of 
these sciences, and, we venture to say, few professors, appreciate the 
fundamental necessity of sound "metaphysical" postulates, as a 
basis of correct reasoning and construction in their sciences. "Meta- 
physical," as commonly applied by them to doctrines, is a term of 
reproach. But those most given to deriding the term, are usually 
dominated by meta-physical notions, pure and simple, and which are, 
as Mill long ago pointed out, not only erroneous, but fruitful parents 
of evil in the transactions of daily life. Thus the perversions in poli- 
tics and philosophy that have resulted from the "Nature" theories and 
"Innate Ideas." Mr. Ritchie shows how immediate and practical 
is the bearing of the most abstract of abstract discussions upon the 
settlement of current political, social and industrial problems; and he 
rightly protests against the illegitimate distinction, so constantly made 
by men of affairs, and by men of "the profession " as well, between 
the "practical " and the " theoretical " treatment of subjects, always, 
of course, to the detraction of the latter. 

In the essay "What are Economic Laws?" there is an able and 
lucid exposition of the nature of scientific laws, of the position of 
economics among the sciences, and of the meaning of " laws " in his- 
torical sciences. There are set forth the distinctions, too often for- 
gotten by economic writers, between physical laws and biological 
laws, the differences between the latter and economic and sociological 
laws. The content of the term "law," where we have to deal with 
self-conscious and contriving moral agents as in economic activity, is 
expounded most convincingly. Mr. Ritchie does not believe that 
economics as a science has anything whatever to do with laying 
down moral "precepts" or practical rules; and he protests against 
the proselyting propensities of many economists who presume impar- 
tially and scientifically to investigate and to expound the laws of 
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industrial life and institutions. " The protest is necessary, both in 
the interests of science and in the interests of practical politics. The 
student of economic science, as such, does not provide social precepts; 
it is his business to study the phenomena in the same spirit as that in 
which the physiologist and pathologist study the phenomena of health 
and disease. " The scope and method of economics, as presented here, 
correspond with the limits and modes of investigation set forth by 
Professors Keynes, Marshall and Nicholson. 

In " Contributions to the History of the Social Contract Theory," 
the students of political science, and especially those interested in the 
history of the development of political theories, will find a scholarly 
essay dealing with this interesting and important phase in the evolu- 
tion of opinion regarding the nature of society and the State. The 
notion that society and government arose or had its beginning in a 
"social contract" played a great part in the revolutionary politics of 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in England and France; 
and we have the course of its history traced here. The doctrine as 
such was first clearly discernible in the mediaeval writers. The Greek 
Sophists, however, advanced philosophical ideas that anticipated the 
later developments. The individualism of Epicurus made the con- 
tract theory fit in with the philosophy of pleasure. Greek thought, 
nevertheless, as represented by Plato and Aristotle looked upon 
society as a " social organism." In the Middle Ages the notion took 
hold of the political and ecclesiastical writers, the authority for which 
was found in the Bible and Roman law. Many interesting passages 
from original authorities are quoted, showing how widely prevalent the 
doctrine was, not only in philosophical but in practical politics in the 
seventeenth century. The different phases which the contract theory 
assumed in the writings and times of Thomas Aquinas, Hooker, 
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and Kant, are dwelt upon at some length. 

Frank I. Herriott. 

Fhilaitlphia. 



I Primi Due Secoli delta Storia di Firenze, Recerche di Pasquale 
Viiaari. Vol. I. Firenze: G. C. Sansoni. 1893. 
Although during the last decade much has been done by such men 
as Capponi, Del Lungo and Hartwig toward giving us a clearer insight 
into the early history of Florence, there still remains so much to be 
done that this volume of Mr. Villari will be welcomed by all students 
of Italian history. What we need most is the economic and social 
history of the city. Burckhardt's work on the "Civilization of the 
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